
What Else Happened? 204: A Look Inside the Abortion Underground 
 

Regina Mahone: Welcome to What Else Happened?, a show for people who want to know what 
stories this week may have slipped under the radar. I'm Regina Mahone. 
 

Kat Jercich: I'm Kat Jercich, and we're the managing editors at rewire.news, where we deliver 
evidence-based journalism for people who are passionate about health, rights, 
and justice. 
 

Regina Mahone: This week on What Else Happened?, we'll talk about the comeback of a disease 
that was mostly eradicated 20 years ago, raids on strip clubs in New Orleans that 
have led to protests in the city, and a lawsuit against the state of Alabama over a 
policy preventing transgender residents from having a driver's license that 
reflects their gender identity. 
 

Kat Jercich: We'll also chat with Nina Liss-Schultz about her recent piece at Mother Jones on 
an underground network of activists helping people to terminate their 
pregnancies without a doctor. Let's get going.  
 
Before we get started, I actually wanted to quickly go back to the Publix story we 
talked about with Raquel Willis last week. After a backlash and a meeting with 
Democratic State Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith, the chain announced 
that it will now offer insurance coverage of pre-exposure prophylaxis or PrEP for 
its employees. 
 

Regina Mahone: Nice. Thanks for the update, Kat. 
 

Kat Jercich: Yeah. You're welcome. 
 

Regina Mahone: And so, our first story this week, you wanted to talk about coal miners? 
 

Kat Jercich: Yeah. So, I admit that black lung sounds like a disease from the past. This is 
definitely speaking to my own privilege here, but it seems like such a horrible 
thing to happen to someone. And so, it's striking me like a lot of other injustices 
do, which means part of me is thinking like, "Can't we do something about this? 
Haven't we done something about this?" 
 

Regina Mahone: Well, it's still very much a thing. 
 

Kat Jercich: Right. Of course, it is. In fact, NPR reported this week that the last four years 
have brought the biggest cluster of black lung cases ever recorded. According to 
a research letter in the journal of the American Medical Association, from 2013 
to 2017, there were more than 400 cases of complicated black lung in just three 
clinics in Appalachia. 
 

Regina Mahone: That's just in those three clinics? 
 



Kat Jercich: Right. NPR has its own tracker, which is actually counted nearly 1,000 cases at 11 
black lung clinics. Miners are dying from the disease at younger and younger 
ages. It's really upsetting. You literally end up suffocating to death even as you're 
trying to breathe. 
 

Regina Mahone: It's horrifying. What's behind all of this? 
 

Kat Jercich: Great question. I mean, my earlier thought that black lung was a disease in the 
past wasn't entirely off-base. By the way, the scientific name for complicated 
black lung is progressive massive fibrosis and we'd almost entirely eliminated it 
by the mid-1990s. According to NPR, there are a few things leading to this new 
upswing: longer work shifts and the mining of thinner coal seams. Mining 
machines are cutting rock with coal and the disease from that contains silica, 
way worse than coal dust. The Obama Administration actually fully implemented 
new regulations that limit exposure to coal and silica in 2016. But, well ... 
 

Regina Mahone: Yeah. How is this holding up under Trump? 
 

Kat Jercich: Not great. The Trump Administration announced in 2017 that it would be taking 
a retrospective study of the regulations and the guy now in charge at the Mining 
Safety and Health Administration is a former mining executive. 
 

Regina Mahone: So, basically, a person who's made a lot of money from mines is now in charge of 
the regulations of those mines, and don't regulations sometimes lead to 
companies losing money? 
 

Kat Jercich: You got it. That executive did say he doesn't plan to roll back the regulations, but 
he did literally describe the retrospective study as deregulatory. So, I'm not sure 
whether he is working under a different definition of “rolling back”. 
 

Regina Mahone: So, who is this epidemic affecting? 
 

Kat Jercich: Well, coal miners for one. There are 50,000 of them still working in the United 
States, though, that number is getting lower every year because of the growth of 
wind and solar technologies. But I also think it's super important to remember 
that the dangers in coal mining go beyond black lung for workers. There are 
other workplace accidents that can affect them and regulations to address those 
accidents are also being rolled back by the Department of Labor. The death rate 
of coal miners nearly doubled in the first year under President Trump. Plus the 
Affordable Care Act includes provisions that make it easier for coal miners to get 
black lung benefits, so if Republicans succeed in rolling it back, that will leave 
them behind. Coal miners often live in states have an expanded Medicaid, 
meaning that they may not be able to access healthcare easily and it – 
 
 

Regina Mahone: It doesn't end, does it? 
 



Kat Jercich: Yeah, sorry. It's a lot. But I just wanted to point out that many miners specifically 
live in Kentucky, which has announced that it will try to force people to work in 
order to access Medicaid. As we've talked about before, it's pretty difficult to file 
for the kinds of exceptions to these rules if you're, say, not able to work because 
you're disabled from an on-the-job mining accident. 
 

Regina Mahone: I don't want to break your flow here, but it's not as if coal mining itself doesn't 
have a greater environmental impact on everybody. The Trump Administration 
has made it pretty clear that it doesn't see the connection between pumping 
money into the coal industry and making climate change even worse. But even 
the people that it's supposed to be helping, like miners who rely on coal for a 
paycheck, are being left behind.  
 
As many of you know, conservative lawmakers over the past few years have 
severely undercut abortion rights and access. But like in the days before the 
landmark case Roe v. Wade legalized abortion, activists have responded by 
putting their lives on the line. 
 

 In a new piece at Mother Jones, Nina Liss-Schultz highlights how a top-secret 
network of underground providers is helping potentially thousands of people 
each year terminate their pregnancies without a doctor. Nina joins us this week 
to talk about her piece and why people are risking jail time to ensure everyone 
has access to abortion, no matter their legal status, gender identity, or income 
level. Nina, thanks for joining us. 
 

Nina LS: Hi, Regina. Thanks so much for having me. 
 

Regina Mahone: Of course. Can you tell listeners about your latest piece inside the top-secret 
abortion underground? 
 

Nina LS: Sure. I spent some time with a woman that I call Renata. She lives in Arizona and 
she has, for the last couple of years, been helping folks in that area end their 
pregnancies outside of a clinic. She got into the work through doing her own 
research after her own pregnancy experience and abortion experience, which 
she felt was isolating and sort of lacking for a couple of different reasons. She 
found herself at a training with other underground abortion providers. They 
practiced pelvic exams and other techniques. After the training, she came back 
to her community in Arizona and has been helping mostly folks of color. 
 

 Renata is a Latina woman and she helps folks, a lot of them in Southern Arizona, 
who can't get access to clinics either because they don't have health insurance 
and can't afford it, or because they're undocumented and there's a fear of 
leaving a paper trail. Renata helps those people, mostly women-identified 
people, get abortions. She is sort of part of a movement of people across the 
United States who have been training themselves to end other people's 
pregnancies. 
 



Regina Mahone: As you know in your piece, this isn't the first time the United States has seen 
underground abortion providers. What is it about the current movement that 
you find particularly compelling? 
 

Nina LS: I think that what I find really fascinating with the work that Renata is doing and 
the work that the other people I talked to for the story are doing is that it really 
challenges a lot of narratives around the right to abortion. When we think about 
and talk about rollbacks to reproductive rights, we often talk about not going 
back to the era of the coat hanger. I think there are a couple of things on that 
narrative sort of simplifies or oversimplifies and gets wrong. First of all, when 
abortion was illegal before Roe, women did get dangerous abortions for sure, but 
there were also safer abortions happening. 
 

 The most famous example I think are the Janes in Chicago. These were women, 
housewives, students, public school teachers who taught themselves to provide 
abortions for people who needed them. In my story, I talked to a woman name 
Carol Downer, who was based in California and in the late '60s taught herself and 
her friends how to provide illegal abortions. Downer has continued her work in 
what she calls sort of self-help after Roe. She runs clinics now in California. In the 
'90s even, there were women who trained themselves in underground abortion 
and traveled around the country teaching people how to do this. Those 
abortions were largely safe and successful. 
 

 I think what's interesting about that is it shows that self-induced abortion has 
never really ended. It's been something that has been a part of life for people in 
different communities for different reasons. In the other vein that I pull out in 
my story and the other narrative that I try to complicate is this idea of 
desperation. I think we tend to fall into this trap of thinking that all people who 
self-induce do so out of desperation. Of course, it's true that people in many 
cases don't have other places to turn and make choices out of desperation. I 
think that's absolutely a truth and that, that is an important piece of it. 
 

 I wrote about a year ago a story about a woman in Utah who attempted to end 
her pregnancy in a pretty brutal way when she was about seven months 
pregnant. We hear about those kinds of cases in the news fairly often, but in 
fact, I think that those cases are really the tip of the iceberg and there are a lot of 
women, some of whom I talked to for the story, that are self-inducing pretty 
safely much earlier in their pregnancy. They're doing it for a bunch of different 
reasons. Many of the folks that I met are doing this work for people who could 
go to clinics but don't necessarily want to. I compare them to people who might 
choose a home birth as opposed to a hospital birth, right? 
 

 So, they are choosing to end their pregnancies at home because it gives them 
some sense of control over their experience. It's more holistic and meets their 
needs in a way that an in-clinic abortion might not. That, to me, is totally 
fascinating. 
 



Regina Mahone: You also knew in the piece that some of these underground providers were 
uncomfortable with you sharing their stories. You talked about some of the 
providers who weren't. What were they most concerned about? 
 

Nina LS: Well, there's a significant legal risk to the work that they're doing. Self-induced 
abortion is illegal, like explicitly illegal, in six states including Arizona where 
Renata lives and works. Of course, even in states where it's not explicitly illegal, 
we know that the criminalization of pregnancy outcomes is a real problem across 
the country. Folks have been charged with homicide for self-inducing and they've 
also been charged with other things like concealing a body, or the improper 
disposal of fetal remains, or practicing medicine without a license. Renata, for 
example, is really worried about the safety of her clients. She's worried that she's 
exposing or putting her clients in a situation that exposes them to legal risk. She's 
also worried about her own safety. 
 

 In Arizona, it's not explicitly illegal to provide or help someone end their 
pregnancy out of a clinic, but I sort of describe it as at best a legal gray area, and 
she's scared of being prosecuted. I talked to Farah Diaz-Tello, a lawyer at this 
group called the Self-Induced Abortion Legal Team. She put it best, I think -- 
basically she said that prosecutors have a ton of discretion and even when there 
isn't a super clear law in the books that would apply to these cases, a prosecutor 
who has a bone to pick with the abortion rights or pro-choice movement will try 
to make charges stick. 
 

 Aside from that, I think that there is also some worry about anti-abortion 
activists. Underground abortion is, I think, sort of red meat for folks who oppose 
abortion rights. And so, there are some worry that anti-abortion activists might 
try to latch on to this and doxx the folks providing abortion or do something else 
to target and attack them. 
 

Regina Mahone: Given that significant legal risk, not to mention the social risk, for lack of a better 
phrase, to describe the anti-choice attacks that they could potentially see, why 
do you think they continue to provide abortions without doctors? 
 

Nina LS: I asked all of the folks that I spoke to this question and they gave some different 
answers. One of the providers I spoke to said that she does it for her children. 
She wants her children to have the option to safely end their pregnancies outside 
of a clinic should they ever need to. Renata said that she has to create a system 
because the need is so high. She's responding to need in her community. I think 
that sums it up really well. This is something that people are going to do. People 
have always needed abortion, and some people can't go to clinics, and some 
people don't want to go to clinics. And so, they're going to self-induce, or they're 
going to administer their own abortions. In some sense, the underground 
providers I spoke to, what they're doing is harm reduction. They're helping 
people who are going to do this regardless do it more safely. I think that's really 
important to remember. 
 



Regina Mahone: I think that's a great note to end this interview on. Thank you so much for the 
piece and for joining us this week. Nina, where can people find you online? 
 

Nina LS: You can find me online at motherjones.com or on Twitter @NinaLisss with three 
S's. 
 

Regina Mahone: Thanks so much. 
 

Nina LS: Thanks, Regina. 
 

Regina Mahone: Do you like super informed podcasting and reporting on health, rights, and 
justice? Do you believe that a free and independent press is essential to 
democracy? 
 

Kat Jercich: I mean, you're listening to What Else Happened?, so I'm pretty sure you do, 
which is great. Now, you can help Rewire do more of this important work with 
just a few clicks and it won't cost you a dime. 
 

Regina Mahone: CREDO Mobile is America's only progressive phone company and they back that 
up with funding to causes the company and its users support. Each month, it 
invites three nonprofits to share a funding pool of more than $150,000. 
 

Kat Jercich: This month, CREDO has chosen Rewire as one of the recipients. Each group gets 
a share of the funding based on how many votes it receives, with a bonus of up 
to $20,000 for the winning group. 
 

Regina Mahone: With your vote, Rewire can fund more What Else Happened? episodes, more 
fearless reporting on the anti-health – 
 
 

Kat Jercich: – and anti-immigration– 
 
 

Regina Mahone: –efforts of the administration, more exposés on the power and money behind 
those efforts. 
 

Kat Jercich: And lots of other vital reporting. 
 

Regina Mahone: Go to rewire.news/credo. From there, we link to CREDO's sign up and voting 
pages, where you can cast a vote for Rewire that will help us break even more 
stories, do even more shows, and continue to work on your behalf as an 
independent media. 
 

Kat Jercich: Again, rewire.news/credo. A few clicks and, boom, you just helped CREDO fund 
our journalism. 
 

Regina Mahone: Thanks for voting, everybody. 
 



Kat Jercich: New Orleans Police raided eight strip clubs in the city in January and in attempt 
to stop human trafficking. Question for you, Regina, how many victims of human 
trafficking do you think they found? 
 

Regina Mahone: None? 
 

Kat Jercich: None. You're correct. Instead, after months of an uncover operation, the police 
department and the Louisiana Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control or the ATC 
ended up suspending eight clubs of alcohol and tobacco licenses because of 
violations like dancers getting fully nude, offering to share pot or cocaine with 
officers, or fondling undercover agents. 
 

Regina Mahone: That doesn't sound like human trafficking. 
 

Kat Jercich: No, it doesn't. City officials told media outlets that they quote "have no issue 
with the dancers". Even so, ATC Commissioner Juana Marine-Lombard said that 
sex work "in and of itself is sex trafficking". 
 

Regina Mahone: I'm sorry, what? 
 

Kat Jercich: Yeah, I know. Injustice Today points out that trafficking by definition requires 
force fraud and coercion, and what the city officials are describing does not 
involve any of those things. Of course, as in any industry, there may be coercion 
at play in some sex work. But organizers from the Bourbon Alliance of 
Responsible Entertainers, or BARE, pointed out that "the raids have led to zero 
arrest of pimps and zero instances of violence against women, other than those 
perpetuated by their own officers." 
 

Regina Mahone: So, if all of this happen in January, what's going on now? 
 

Kat Jercich: Ever since the raid, strippers and their allies in the city have been staging 
protests to point out that closing the clubs is hurting their livelihoods and safety. 
They're also accusing the city of trying to gentrify Bourbon Street. Last week, 
they showed up at a press conference and actually drowned out Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu by chanting "let us dance" which I think is pretty amazing. As all this has 
been going on, four of the clubs have reached resolutions that require them to 
pay a fine and service several week suspension. One has had its license 
permanently revoked and the other three have hearings going on this week. 
Again, that means that the people who work there might not be getting a 
paycheck. 
 

Regina Mahone: I feel like we can’t overlook the fact that police using human trafficking or vice 
raids as an excuse to punish sex workers isn't that uncommon. As just one 
example, Senator Kamala Harris has been criticized by sex worker activists for 
cracking down on the free classified site Backpage when she was Attorney 
General in California. She was supposedly doing so in order to curve exploitation. 
Of course, this doesn't prevent exploitation. It just makes it harder for sex 
workers to do their jobs safely. 



 
Kat Jercich: This kind of “law and order” approach to sex work can have devastating results. 

Over Thanksgiving last year, a Chinese massage parlor worker in Flushing, New 
York died after jumping out of window during a raid. She'd been arrested 
multiple times before. 
 

Regina Mahone: There's also the fact that it's legal in all 50 states for members of law 
enforcement to have sexual contact with individuals who are under 
investigation. There have been numerous instances all over the country of police 
officers using their power to abuse sex workers, sometimes in exchange for 
keeping them out of jail. 
 

Kat Jercich: Yeah. Going back to New Orleans, an anonymous dancer told local media that a 
cop told her, "You lost your right to decency when you became a stripper." 
Others are describing being photographed half naked, laughed at and "corralled 
like cattle". It seems pretty clear that this kind of police action isn't keeping 
anyone safe. But BARE representative Lynn Archer said it better than I can. She 
told Injustice Today that, "Bourbon Street workers could offer critical and 
sensitive information and help to uncover and stop violence if only law 
enforcement could foster trust by demonstrating they are capable of treating us 
with respect." Right now, that's just not happening. 
 

Regina Mahone: Three people in Alabama are suing their home state with the help of the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) for the right to have their gender identity 
accurately reflected on their driver's license. 
 

Kat Jercich: That seems pretty straightforward. How is this even a thing? 
 

Regina Mahone: Well, so the three individuals are transgender and were denied the ability to 
change their gender on their licenses unless, according to the ACLU, they 
underwent surgical procedures. Get this, Kat, they're required to explain details 
about these procedures to the state. 
 

Kat Jercich: What? Alabama, you said? 
 

Regina Mahone: That's right. Let me guess, are you thinking about U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions? 
 

Kat Jercich: A.k.a Jeff “transgender discrimination doesn't qualify as discrimination” 
Sessions? That's his new nickname that I can live with. 
 

Regina Mahone: Great, because after the former Alabama senator began serving in Trump's 
cabinet, he took steps to reverse Obama-era protections clarifying that 
transgender discrimination is discrimination covered under federal law. One 
former justice department lawyer told BuzzFeed News in October that the DOJ 
has "actually been getting back in the business of making anti-transgender law in 
court". 
 



Kat Jercich: So that lawsuit? 
 

Regina Mahone: Yeah. So, ACLU attorneys are arguing the policy at the center of this case, Policy 
Order 63, violates constitutional due process, privacy, and speech rights. It's 
simply not needed. A 2016 guide from the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators made it clear that surgery didn't need to be a factor in 
allowing people to change their gender on their license. Interestingly, when it 
comes to passports, the only requirement is that the person in question is 
undergoing "appropriate clinical treatment for gender transition". This seems to 
me a more carefully worded and intentional way of acknowledging that not all 
people embark on the same path while transitioning. 
 

Kat Jercich: For sure. And sadly, as one-half of Rewire's Team Legal, Jessica Mason Pieklo, 
reported in a piece Wednesday, "Alabama is not alone." At least a dozen states 
prevent transgender people from changing the gender on their driver's license 
without first undergoing surgery. 
 

Regina Mahone: Yeah, and as listeners and readers of Rewire already know, not everyone who 
identifies as a gender different from the one assigned to them at birth will 
undergo surgery as part of their transition. So, why should they be force to in 
order to receive a needed ID card? 
 

Kat Jercich: One of the plaintiffs in the case, Darcy Jeda Corbitt, told BuzzFeed, "We are 
people and we simply want to be treated fairly and represented as who we truly 
are. Not giving us that respect is horrible." 
 

Regina Mahone: It is. It's clear from the stories the plaintiff shared that they have not been 
treated respectfully. One plaintiff, Destiny Clark, told BuzzFeed how she didn't 
have any issues changing her identification when she started a few years ago 
until she got to the DMV. She faced denial after denial despite following the 
DMV's policy to a tee. 
 

Kat Jercich: This is often how people experience systemic discrimination. It happens with 
policies that were never made public until a lawsuit comes about. It happens 
because people who are “just doing their jobs” are allowed to inject their own 
hate-filled beliefs into what should be otherwise an uneventful errand. 
 

Regina Mahone: It's humiliating and incredibly frustrating. You start to feel like you're the one 
who did something wrong. From what I can tell in reading about Clark's 
experience, it was things like being misgendered on top of everything else that 
made the entire situation so much worse. 
 

Kat Jercich: It doesn't have to be that way. 
 

Regina Mahone: That's what gets me the most, and I'm sure it does for you, too. Not to mention 
the fact that if surgery remained a requirement, would that mean that health 
insurers would then be required to cover the procedure? 
 



Kat Jercich: Probably not. 
 

Regina Mahone: So, basically, the law requires an expensive procedure, not always because it's 
what the person chooses, and the person is left to cover the cost. Smells like 
another way to shame people for creating the life they want. 
 

Kat Jercich: Shocking. 
 

Regina Mahone: In this case, it's the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency that oversees the DMV in 
the state and it's the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency's requirement that's 
coming under fire. The ACLU is asking the court to block its proof of surgery 
requirement and like so many other things we've discussed on this podcast, we'll 
have to wait and see what happens. 
 

Kat Jercich: Regina, what's bringing you joy this week? 
 

Regina Mahone: 2 Dope Queens on HBO is bringing me so much joy this week. I don't know if 
you're familiar with the podcast. 
 

Kat Jercich: Yes, I am. 
 

Regina Mahone: Great. But for those of you who aren't, it's with Jessica Williams and Phoebe 
Robinson, two dope ass queens. I love listening to them. The HBO series is like a 
present to everyone from Jessica and Phoebe. It's funny. They're featuring 
different comedians. There's going to be, as I said, four different episodes and, I 
don't know, they're just something really exciting. It just makes me really happy 
to see specifically a group of girlfriends whether it's podcast like Call Your 
Girlfriend, or shows like the series, like 2 Dope Queens, just sharing all of these 
really delightful moments that you get to be a part of by watching it or by 
listening. I don't know, it just ... those sorts of podcasts and shows make me 
really happy. And so, I'm really excited about the series during Black History 
Month. 
 

Kat Jercich: So, it's already started? 
 

Regina Mahone: Yeah. It's already started. If you have HBO Now, you can watch the first one at 
least. I think actually the ... I think they're dropping on Friday, so there should be 
another one by the time this airs. 
 

Kat Jercich: That's awesome. Maybe I'll watch it tonight. I love the podcast. I had actually 
missed there was a show. So, this is exciting for me. 
 

Regina Mahone: Yeah. The great thing is it's being filmed well, at least the one that I saw, was 
filmed in Brooklyn. 
 

Kat Jercich: Oh. 
 



Regina Mahone: Oh, they make a joke about how the audience is mostly white which is so true 
about Brooklyn. But, anyway, yeah, and I just love seeing them, their outfits, 
their beautiful hairstyles, like everything about is just so glamorous and it's great. 
I couldn't recommend it enough. 
 

Kat Jercich: I'll have to watch it. 
 

Regina Mahone: What about you, Kat? What's bringing you joy this week? 
 

Kat Jercich: Today is the opening ceremony for the Winter Olympics and I am a big sucker for 
it. I can't help it. I'm very excited. I mean, I've talked to you about this before, like 
there's a lot of problems with the Olympics, especially this time around, it seems 
-- like ... the need to stoke nationalism, which is obviously not great. But I just 
love a sports narrative, I can't help it. NBC is always airing these packages like 
this is a bobsledder who is coming up, who's been working hard all their lives, 
and this is going to be the big day and it's either going to make or break ... that 
totally works on me every time. 
 

 I remember last year or, not last year, a few years ago, weeping in front of my 
television at the results of like cross-country skiing. Yeah, I love women's hockey, 
too. And so, I'm very excited to see some quality women's hockey at 3:00 in the 
morning when I stay up to watch it live like a weirdo. 
 

Regina Mahone: Do you ever attempt any Winter Olympics sports while you're home with 
friends? It's probably a weird question to ask. 
 

Kat Jercich: No, I love it. The answer is a hard no. I mean, I like downhill skiing, but I am not 
an Olympian. I mean, I would love to someday play hockey because women in 
hockey and non-dudes in hockey are pretty few and far between, like they don't 
get a lot of attention even though if you live in New York City, you can go see 
these Olympians play like whenever you want. New York Riveters play in 
Brooklyn and you can just buy a ticket for $20 and go see. 
 

Regina Mahone: Oh. 
 

Kat Jercich: Yeah. It's like a way out in the middle of nowhere in Brooklyn, but a few years 
ago I did that. Yeah, they were these amazing Olympic level athletes six or seven 
feet from me in a way that would just not be accessible for male hockey teams, 
which is a bummer, but also very exciting for me, personally. Yeah, this is like one 
of the few instances where women's hockey, they're kind of overlooked sports 
by mainstream sports media get as much attention. So, that's what really makes 
me excited. Can I tell you one thing that's not going to go on the podcast? It's 
just very important that I tell you. 
 

Regina Mahone: Should we pause it before we've ... 
 

Kat Jercich: Okay. Well, I mean, it's appropriate. It's just like ... otherwise, I could feel myself 
going down a hole that we didn't want to go on. But in 2014, the captain of the 



US team and the captain of the Canadian women's hockey team fell in love, and 
then they got married, and had a baby. That's amazing stuff and they have a 
beautiful baby named Liv. They've been dressing her up in Canadian and US 
onesies. It is – 
 

Regina Mahone: Oh, my god. Oh, my god. 
 

Kat Jercich: I mean, and they were like, secretly married. Aargh, sorry. 
 

Regina Mahone: You're so excited, I love it. 
 

Kat Jercich: It was just a beautiful love story of our time, Julie Chu and Caroline Ouellette. 
Anyway, I'm done. 
 

Regina Mahone: That's our show for this week. If you liked it, please rate it on Apple Podcasts and 
subscribe wherever you get your podcasts. 
 

Kat Jercich: Thanks again to Nina Liss-Schultz. 
 

Regina Mahone: You can find her @NinaLisss on Twitter. 
 

Kat Jercich: You can follow Rewire @Rewire_News and me @KJercich. 
 

Regina Mahone: I'm @byreginamahone on Twitter. 
 

Kat Jercich: Good luck with the headlines and we'll see you next week on What Else 
Happened?.  
 
What Else Happened? is a Rewire radio production for rewire.news, created and 
hosted by Regina Mahone and Kat Jercich, the managing editors at Rewire. Nora 
Hurley is our producer. Marc Faletti is our executive producer and Rewire's 
editor-in-chief is Jodi Jacobson. 
 

 


