
CHOICE/LESS 206: Tasha Fierce 

Jenn Stanley: For Rewire Radio, I'm Jenn Stanley and this is CHOICE/LESS. This season 
we've talked a bit about the importance of owning one's own narrative, 
especially in such a divisive political climate. Often politicians debate 
issues that are deeply personal to their constituents and the decisions 
made regarding those issues often ignore reality and the lived 
experiences of those affected by these laws. Today's storyteller is a 35 
year old Black feminist writer who goes by the pen name Tasha Fierce. 
She lives in Pasadena, California, where she's currently a student of 
sociology and she writes a lot about race and feminism. 

In 2015, she wrote a piece for Ebony about her abortion experience and 
how the stigma is different for Black women than it is for white women. 
In it she writes, "For white women in American society, the shame of 
having an abortion is mainly centered on their individual behavior. For 
Black women, our behavior reflects on black folks as a whole, especially 
other Black women, so the scope of the shame is much wider." Tasha says 
she felt no shame deciding to have an abortion. It came after on the day 
she went to her appointment from anti-choice protesters outside the 
clinic who claimed to want to help her. Here's Tasha's story. 

Tasha Fierce: Well, I actually went to the doctor because I wanted to get an IUD. I just 
didn't want kids, I just made that decision that I didn't want kids. I was 
looking at getting my tubes tied, and they're like, "You're too young." It 
wasn't like I hadn't tried to stop the situation from happening in a way. 
Since I couldn't get my tubes tied, an IUD was the next best option. That's 
really why I had gone. Yeah, then I was also telling her like, "Oh, I kind of 
can't eat in the morning," or something like this. I think that she was also, 
"You might be pregnant, so we should do a pregnancy test before we even 
think about putting in an IUD." That's kind of how it happened. 

Jenn Stanley: Tasha had polycystic ovary syndrome and was on medication for bipolar 
disorder that her doctor told her would make it difficult for her to 
conceive. Even if she did conceive, there was a good chance the 
pregnancy wouldn't be viable. Tasha's doctor called her with the results, 
she was pregnant. 

Tasha Fierce: I told my ob/gyn that I wanted an abortion and she's like, "Well, let's wait 
it out and see if it resolves itself." Which I was like, "Okay, I guess maybe 
she thinks it might not be viable eventually, just because of the fact that I 
didn't really know I was pregnant. I'm not trying to take care of it and also 
maybe my uterus was just like a hostile place, which yeah." She went on 
vacation and I was like, "Well, I'll wait it out." That's when I really noticed 
the morning sickness was really bad and it ended up I couldn't even really 
get out of bed, I couldn't keep anything down. It wasn't just morning 
sickness, it was all day sickness. 



  
  

Jenn Stanley: She wanted an abortion as soon as possible. Her doctor was still out of 
town, so she made an appointment at a clinic close to her home. 

Tasha Fierce: When I walked into the clinic, it was like you walk kind of down an alley. 
You get to park in the back, so you're not necessarily out front, but there's 
no real way to get around the protesters at that location. As we're 
walking, me and my boyfriend, they're yelling like, "Did you know that 
abortion is the number one killer of African-American babies?" I was just 
like, I was so sick, physically ill, because I was really nauseous because 
every day all day I would throw up all day. I could never eat anything and 
I was really weak. I was just like, but I was so pissed that you guys would 
really just use that, like really? You can't even just be like, "Abortion kills 
a beating heart," whatever, all your traditional crap. I'm just like, I just 
was like, I took all the strength that I had in my body and I was just like, 
"Fuck you." 

My boyfriend’s like, "Calm down honey," and was just trying to usher me 
into the door and stuff, and they're just kind of looking at me like, "Woo," 
whatever. I was just like, "I can't believe that you guys are really using 
race against people, like try to guilt them into not getting an abortion, 
and that's total bullshit." I never really considered that as an angle that 
they would use. Yeah, so using race was definitely a kind of new thing for 
me. Also, it was just kind of ironic to me, because it's like, "You people 
don't really care when the child is born." You know what I mean? Once the 
kid is born, it's like, "Well, you're on your own and why did you have a 
kid?" You know what I mean? Like, "You're so stupid, why did you have a 
kid? You have no money," whatever. It's like, "And you don't care about 
black kids when they're kids." Because immediately it's like, "Well, it's a 
threat.” 

Black kids are getting gunned down every day, so clearly it's only when it's 
in the mother and then you don't really care about the mother either. It's 
just that whole thing of just this bundle of hypocrisy there and I don't 
understand that angle, because if all life is precious, then literally all life 
through conception to death would be precious and you'd be anti-death 
penalty and all this stuff. I feel like it's really disingenuous, those things 
that they are trying to use. I guess it was just like a way to appeal to your 
own emotions and try to turn you to their side, but I don't really feel like 
they actually are thinking this to the end about how much they care 
about it. 

Jenn Stanley: Tasha wanted to write about her experience. In part, because it surprised 
her so much. She was shocked and furious at the protesters, who were 
not Black, used her race to try to shame her out of having an abortion. 
She felt good about her decision to have an abortion, but she also knew 
that other Black women might feel more vulnerable to the anti-choice 
harassment she faced outside the clinic. She chose to write for Ebony, 
with the hopes that it might help other Black women who had been 
shamed for their reproductive choices. 
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Tasha Fierce: I'm going to be honest, it's an experience, and as writer you write about 
your experiences. You know what I mean? It's like, it was a story I could 
sell, that's the ... I mean, it had a nuance to it that I really felt like that 
should be brought up also, the fact that people were using race to try to 
keep people from getting abortions. Trying to say, "Oh, shame women," 
and stuff like that. It's just like an additional racial component of shaming 
and I felt like one, I can tell the story, a story that I can sell and two, that 
is an angle that I don't see a lot. I felt someone should probably bring that 
up also. When I was a kid and I watched stuff about abortions, one thing I 
really remember was Dirty Dancing, when Baby has the abortion, and it 
was all horrible. 

It's just like, that's my ... I knew that it wasn't like that now, but those 
are the representations of abortion that we see, where it's all horrible, or 
the women is just so broken up afterwards and is just like the ... She's 
always regretting it for the rest of her life, she's like, "Where would that 
baby be?" All this stuff. It's just always like the negative consequences of 
it. That was another thing I felt like about writing it, is that I wanted to 
show that sometimes people have abortions and they're totally cool with 
it, and they were cool with it before they had it, and they're totally cool 
with it after, and they were cool with it during. You know what I mean? 
It's not just like, it's always some kind of thing you have to wrestle with, 
and it's like, "Oh my God, this is such a thing." 

After I wrote the article, people usually leave me alone on Twitter. 
Sometimes they'll be someone like, "Oh, you're fat,” that type of stuff, 
right? It was like, I never really experienced targeted harassment or abuse 
on Twitter. I understand that's a huge thing that happens to people with 
large followings, but I don't really have a really large following, and I 
didn't really go on Twitter that much at the time. People just like, they 
had all these ideas of who I was, their own opinions on the choices I 
made. It was just like, it was a lot of people just basically saying, "You're 
horrible for having an abortion." Which did not ... It was annoying, just 
because I had to do a lot of blocking, but it also seemed like these people 
just kind of troll for abortion articles, and then harass the people who 
write them, and then kind of move on. 

Jenn Stanley: Then an anti-choice propaganda website called, LifeSite, picked up her 
article and published their own, which belittled her experience and used 
her story as an opportunity to perpetuate the myth that abortion is a 
Black genocide. In her own article, Tasha stated the fact that abortion is 
five times higher among Black women than white women in America. 
However, neither that fact, nor any other should be reason to force or 
shame women into continuing pregnancies they don't want to, or can't 
continue. 
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Tasha Fierce: It was some right-wing news site and they were like ... They took great 
umbrage with some of the things that I had said in it, which I feel like 
they probably thought were callus, which in a way, yeah, I'm kind of 
callus about it just because it's not a moral thing for me, so I will say 
things that they might be offended by, or whatever. I guess what I would 
mainly point out to women who are ... Specifically Black women who are 
going through this, and who are receiving a lot of pressure to not have an 
abortion. I would say, look at the source. Who is really pressuring you 
about it? Because, do these people ever give a shit about you, other than 
right now when you have this kid and only in the context of they want you 
to keep it? It's not even like they care about the health, your health while 
you're pregnant necessarily. 

You know what I mean? I would say, look at the source and just really 
think about the rest of your life. You might want a kid, but I mean, you 
want to have a kid when you're ready and it's not going to be an 
additional hardship, especially because black women already deal with so 
much hardship that why should we have a baby at a time that we really 
don't want to have a baby and just make that worse when you know 
there's nobody who's going to help you, other than your family, if you have 
family? There's no ... The social safety net is just so thin that you really 
can't count on it for the rest of your kid’s life and your own. I guess that's 
just what I would say, I would say just look at the source of who is 
advising you, and how do they benefit, and do they ever care about you 
other than in this moment? 

Jenn Stanley: This episode was produced by me, Jenn Stanley, for Rewire Radio. With 
editorial oversight by Marc Faletti, our Director of Multimedia. Jodi 
Jacobson is our Editor-in-Chief. Brady Swenson is our Director of 
Technology. Music for this episode was by Doug Helsel. Thank you to all 
the staff at Rewire, especially Rachel Perrone, Lauryn Gutierrez, and 
Stacey Burns. Our communications and social media team for helping get 
the word out about CHOICE/LESS. You can also help get the word out 
about CHOICE/LESS by rating and reviewing us on iTunes. For more on 
Tasha's story and for comprehensive news, commentary and analysis on 
sexual and reproductive health and justice, visit our website at 
rewire.news/choiceless. Thanks for listening. 
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